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Bordeaux 2021
After a trilogy of exceptional vintages, Bordeaux 2021 was a challenging vintage that tested the winemaker, 
and the right decisions had to be made time and time again. Lilian Barton describes it as “A Winemakers 
Vintage”, some have described it as an “obstacle course”, with winemakers having to jump through many 
difficult hoops, facing a barrage of frost, heavy rains and mildew, to produce wine. Others simply referred 
to it as “Une année d’emmerdment maximum!”

For the wine merchant this vintage is a challenge to relish, tasting through barrel samples at the various 
Châteaux and UGC Tastings, deciding which ones to buy and which ones to pass. 2021 is a heterogenous 
vintage so the buying decision is crucial.

It is a vintage where ‘Cabernet is King’, with some fabulous Cabernet dominated wines being produced, 
and where the very best winemakers have shown their immense abilities. Merlot was rather difficult and a 
much reduced component in most of the Châteaux final assemblage. The end result is a big and welcome 
surprise. There are some wonderful wines, beautifully balanced, classic in style with a welcome return to 
lower alcohols. We also see each appellation showing their true characteristics.

So, what are the thoughts of the most renowned wine critics?

Neal Martin believes that the 2021 vintage was “one of the most difficult to assess since my first primeur 
back in 1997.” He concludes that 2021 “marks a welcome return to a classic style of Bordeaux in terms of 
lower ripeness levels and less alcohol.” Though the vintage “does not rank with the greats” he goes on to 
say that there are “a handful achieving remarkable levels of quality” given the trying conditions of the year, 
and 2021 is “an antidote to the run of hot vintages” that have dominated Bordeaux in recent years. 

James Suckling reports that 2021 “is not a great year” but he does believe that many Châteaux have made 
“very good to outstanding wines”. Whilst Jane Anson reported that “this vintage was the most challenging 
in Bordeaux since 2013;” she also states that “it is a far better year overall, with some excellent wines.” The 
best wines are “sculpted, juicy, balanced wines that will give great pleasure.” 

There are fewer wines in our Bordeaux En Primeur selection this year, but those we have selected are 
definitely worth putting into your cellar.

 

John C. Townend
Managing Director
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THE GROWING SEASON
After a trilogy of excellent vintages, it was only a matter of time before Mother Nature played 
her hand and brought the Bordelais back down to earth, and she did so quite spectacularly 
in 2021!

Every challenge that winemakers learned at school contrived to hit all in the same vintage. 
The right decisions had to be made time and time again. So, the quality of wines produced 
in 2021 is testament to the fact that Bordeaux is home to some of the finest winemakers in 
the world.

The winter of 2020/2021 was warm so it was an early start to the vintage. Paradoxically, 
this did not lead to an early vintage, in fact it was a return to the more classic harvests with 
the grapes picked in late September and early October. A throwback twenty years to 2001, 
although much smaller in yields.

After a mild, cold and rainy winter bud burst arrived in the early days of April, but almost 
immediately the region was hit by a terrible frost on April 7th and 8th. These sharp falls in 
nightly temperatures continued with 7 nights of frost between 27th April and 3rd May. Whilst 
the temperature only fell to -1°C the vines were already opening and so the damage was 
severe. This was followed by hail. Those properties near to the river were spared, however 
inland these frosts had a devastating effect. May brought calmer weather and the flowering 
took place between May 28th and June 7th.

The early summer months were very unstable, with warm but rainy weather the perfect 
conditions for the onset of mildew, which rampaged through the vineyards. Organic and 
biodynamic producers were facing a nightmare scenario, with a daily battle to protect their 
crops.

July and August continued to be unstable and cool, with veraison arriving late in mid August. 
This is the time that the grapes start to change colour and accumulate sugars rather than 
acids. It wasn’t until late August and early September that the weather became more benign 
and an Indian summer saw temperatures and sunlight rise. This beautiful sunny weather 
saved the vintage but with a return of rainy weather predicted for early October the final 
decision was one of the most important of all. When to pick? The risk averse cut their losses 
and picked, fearing the worst, but after a challenging ripening period the grapes were still 
rather green, high in acid and lacking concentration.

However, the rains failed to materialize in any serious way, and those that held their nerve 
were rewarded with beautiful, healthy Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. The 2021 can be 
characterized for its heterogeneity, where selection is absolutely paramount, and a lot of 
wines that you would normally see in our En Primeur offer are conspicuous by their absence.
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THE WINES
Lilian Barton spoke frankly when she said “Anyone who made bad wine in 2018, 2019 or 2020 
should find another job!” 2021 was a winemaker’s vintage and particularly challenging for those 
Châteaux that follow organic and biodynamic principles.

Grape selection was all important with very uneven ripening. Often, even in the same bunch of 
grapes you would find some red riper grapes amongst more rose coloured unripe grapes.

The Merlot in particular suffered from the damaging frosts, and during the wet and sun starved 
summer months, found it difficult to gain phenolic ripeness. That said, on the right bank there has 
been some good success in both Pomerol and St Emilion, with some delicious wines produced.

The thicker skinned Cabernet Sauvignon is the real success story of 2021, better suited to resist 
disease in the vineyards. A number of Châteaux have included the highest proportion of Cabernet 
Sauvignon in their blend, so it has been interesting to see a change of style in the likes of Château 
Beychevelle, for instance, which is more Pauillac in character than St Julien.

As we constructed our thoughts, the picture became clear. This was the most challenging vintage 
since 2013. It also showed a realignment of styles, with each appellation demonstrating its 
individual characteristics. 

The style of 2021 is more classic – cooler, fresher wines with lower alcohols coming in at 12.5 - 13% 
Vol, but what sets this vintage apart is the beautiful drinkability and balance of the wines. There 
are many examples of superb winemaking. Philippe Delfaut, the Winemaker at Château Kirwan 
considers Kirwan 2021 to be even better than the 2019, which as we know is considered to be an 
outstanding vintage. In fact, the Margaux appellation, in general, has performed exceptionally well, 
the gravelly soils giving excellent drainage. There have been times in the most recent vintages, 
where the wines of Margaux have been somewhat overblown, but in 2021 they demonstrate an 
admirable balance and attractive personality.

St Julien is the smallest appellation and so as one would expect there is greater uniformity, whilst 
Pauillac showed more variation and careful selection is required here. The same goes for Saint-
Estèphe in the far North of the Medoc, with its clay dominant soils that have been so successful in 
the recent hot vintages, reverting to type, with some tough, austere wines. 

Comparisons are always difficult, but the 2021 vintage is quite unique and difficult to compare. 
There are some stunning Cabernet Sauvignon based wines that are sheer delight and will give 
great pleasure. The wines certainly have a lot more in common with the style of wines produced 
in the 1990’s, particularly the 1996 vintage, and this will no doubt bring a smile to the faces of 
the traditional Claret drinker. There are also characteristics that are similar to both the 2001 and 
2006 vintages, but the final caution must be that this is not a heterogenous vintage and careful 
selection is vital. There will be some wonderful surprises in 10 years’ time, but there will also be 
some disappointments.



Historically, there are a number of reasons for buying ‘En Primeur’, the most obvious being that 
you are buying your wine at the initial release price from the Château.  The wines of Bordeaux take 
many years to develop before they are ready to drink by which time they may not be commercially 
available, and even if they are the price becomes prohibitive.    

Also by buying En Primeur you can be sure of the provenance of your wine, knowing where and how 
it has been stored.  When buying mature wine on the open market there is always the danger that 
it has been around the world, stored in variable conditions, which may cause damage to the wine.  

Buying En Primeur needs careful judgement. What was once meant to be a system that benefited 
everyone, from Château owner through to the end consumer, has fallen victim to the greed of the 
Château owners who seem to think that no one should benefit from any value appreciation other than 
themselves. We must point out that this accusation is directed in particular towards the 1st Growths 
and ‘Super Seconds’, although there are others who have followed suit at the first opportunity. 

We advise to purchase from a traditional, established wine merchant in whom you can place your 
trust. House of Townend celebrates 116 years in the hands of the same family and we pride ourselves 
in giving personal, considered advice.  

Example
You purchase a case of 6 bottles for £140.00. 

When the wine arrives in the UK and you wish to remove it from bond, the following process is
completed in order for this to happen. Charges will apply.

• Payment of VAT on initial purchase - £28.00
• Duty payment including VAT at the current rate - £16.07
• Total Duty and VAT - £44.07

Therefore bringing the total cost of your case of wine to £184.07 or £30.68 a bottle.

You can then collect your wine from our Cellar Door, or we can arrange delivery (at your cost) to an
address in the UK.

THE

BUYING PROCESS
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PESSAC-LÉOGNAN BLANC 

Often overlooked for its white wines, Bordeaux actually offers some outstanding everyday drinking, with 
wines of great character, not just one-dimensional fruit. It is a great source of rich and creamy blends, 
yielding flavours and aromas of creme brûlée, baked apples, orange zest, figs and lemon butter. 

Geographically Pessac-Léognan is a continuation to the south-east of Haut-Médoc.  Many vineyards 
in the north have disappeared as the city of Bordeaux has extended outwards.  The whole region was 
formerly known as Graves, but since 1996 it has been divided into two appellations, Pessac-Léognan and 
Graves.  Pessac-Léognan is the most northerly and best part, where most of the Grand Crus are situated.

Château Olivier Grand Cru Classé (6 x 75cl)                      £136.00 per case IB
Grape Mix: 80% Sauvignon Blanc, 20% Semillon

Classified for its red and white wines, Château Olivier is surrounded by forest that not only influences 
the property’s micro-climate, but which has given it 8 hectares of prime vineyard, already in the Pessac-
Léognan AOC.

With yields of 40hl/ha and ageing in oak for 10 months, this is an excellent result in 2021. Pale-yellow 
colour, the bouquet shows peaches with classic wet wool notes. The palate is quite tropical with peach 
and ripe mango, a creamy underlay and balanced by a zesty acidity. Super wine!

Drink 2024 - 2029
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HAUT-MÉDOC

Château Caronne Ste Gemme, Haut-Medoc                                     £110.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Merlot, 7% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 91-92 points)
(Jane.Anson.com: 91 points)
 
Situated 500 metres from St Julien, adjacent to Château Gruaud Larose and Château Lascombes, this 
property is blessed with some very fine vineyards producing fruit worthy of Classes Growth status, 
delivering outstanding value for money. In 2013 Francois Nony installed a new winemaking team, 
including Olivier Seze and Bruno Sauquet (previously at Montrose) to take this Château to the next level. 
This has proved to be a great decision. The grapes are destemmed and then slightly crushed, before 
fermentation in thermo-regulated stainless steel fermentation vats. The wine is aged for 12 months in 55% 
new oak barrels.

There is no vanity here, just a really well constructed Claret that will surely punch above its weight. The 
Cabernet Sauvignon takes a leading role with 75% of the blend delivering a sturdy palate of cassis, plum 
and a touch of chocolate. The oak content is lower in this vintage, allowing the terroir to show through, 
with graphite and pencil lead giving an added dimension. A joyful Claret!

Drink 2025 - 2035

Château Cissac, Haut-Medoc                                     £96.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  57% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot, 3% Malbec

(J. Suckling: 89-90 points) 
 
Château Cissac belongs to the Vialard family, and its reputation was built on the tireless work of Louis 
Vialard, who established the wine’s fame through the 1970s and 1980s. Situated in the northern-most 
Haut-Médoc appellation, this historic château dates from 1769. The soil in the vineyards is less diverse 
than in the Médoc, predominantly sandy, with gravel.

Cissac is a real favourite. Inky black in colour, the aromas are fresh and vibrant displaying attractive black 
berry characters. The palate is beautifully poised, in the mould of a traditional Cissac style, tightly knit with 
crunchy fruits and impressive tannins. The alcohol is relatively low and the wine extremely well balanced. 
This will prove to be a very enjoyable drinking claret.

“The Malbec has held its own, with a surprising acid/tannin balance which has allowed its incorporation 
in the Cissac blend for the second time since its plantation in 1995.  This wine delivers a bold and 
well-rounded attack, with a crisp and attractive fruit, spiced with the freshness of Malbec.  A fine tannic 
structure and a well-balanced acidity, with an alcohol content of the order of 12.7°, provides a glimpse of a 
delectable and highly “drinkable” wine to come.” – Laurent Saint Pasteur, technical director.

Drink 2024 - 2029
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MÉDOC
 

Château Potensac                           £197.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot, 23% 

Cabernet Franc, 3% Petit Verdot

(James Suckling: 92-93 points)
 
Produced by the winemaking team from Château Léoville-Las-Cases, this property is run by Jean-Hubert 
Delon and is situated in the far north of the Médoc, close to Château Sociando Mallet. The 2021 vintage 
sees a much higher level of Cabernet Franc which makes for an interesting wine. Fragrant, fresh cassis 
aromas as well as a touch of tobacco make for a very attractive bouquet. Medium bodied, this is a very 
approachable Potensac, quite charming, with blackcurrant fruits, a touch of forest floor and integrated oak 
notes. A beautifully balanced Claret.

Drink 2025 - 2032

ST-ESTÈPHE

St-Estèphe is the largest producer of the Haut-Médoc appellations, situated at the northern limit of the 
appellation.  It is closest to the mouth of the river Gironde, joining the Atlantic Ocean.  Here the richer 
soil with higher clay content retains moisture well during summer, so this appellation is well suited to the 
dryness encountered in 2016. Wines from the St-Estèphe commune take time to develop but are also 
very long lived and at their best rival the finest wines of any of the Médoc communes.

Château Phelan Segur (6x75cl)                         £186.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 21% Merlot, 4% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 93-94 points)
(Neal Martin: 92-94 points)

This 66ha property is a consistent producer of classic St. Estèphe – solid, structured and long-lived. It 
is situated very close to both Château Montrose and Château Calon-Ségur, so in rather good company! 
Purchased by Xavier Gardinier in 1985 it is now run by his sons, Thierry and Laurent. 

2021 yielded only 32hl/ha with the highest proportion of Cabernet Sauvignon ever, accounting for 75% 
of the blend. An attractive fresh bouquet with notes of raspberry and red cherry and a lovely fragrance of 
rose petals. The palate is deep and finely constructed, punching well above its station, with fresh cassis 
fruits, a hint of tobacco and forest floor, all supported by finely polished tannins.

Drink 2026 - 2032
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MARGAUX

This is the largest commune in the Médoc. The lighter, gravelly soils yield some of the most sensual and 
elegant wines of the Médoc, the complete opposite of Pauillac. The commune is the most southerly of 
Médoc’s appellations and encompasses the neighbouring villages of Cantenac, Arsac, Labarde and 
Soussans. The 1855 classification includes more wines from Margaux than from any other appellation.

Château Angludet (6x75cl)                         £138.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% Merlot, 23% Petit Verdot

(JaneAnson.com: 90 points)
(Neal Martin: 88-90 points)

Owned by the Sichel family and managed since 1989 by Ben, the youngest of the Sichel brothers. This 
property is blessed with ideal conditions for producing splendidly consistent wines. The sandy and 
gravelly soil provides good natural drainage, which increases concentration in the fruit.

This is an impressive Angludet, with less Merlot and more Petit Verdot than usual. The resulting wine 
offers a bouquet that is soft, ripe and alluring with notes of blackcurrant and fresh black cherries. The 
palate is succulent and plush with a sweet underbelly of ripe cassis and a smattering of liqourice, the 
tannins are subtle and there is an appealing freshness giving excellent balance. This is a charming wine 
that oozes style and finesse.

Drink 2026 - 2034
 

Château Angludet

14

CRU BOURGEOIS EXCEPTIONNELS



The smallest producer of the four main Haut-Médoc communes but one that boasts some of the finest 
châteaux, including several Cru Bourgeois that perform to the 1855 Classification standard.  The soil 
is gravel with a subsoil of sandstone and clay.  Drainage is very good, which allows the appellation to 
perform well even in wetter years.  The wines tend to be a little smoother and more elegant than their 
Pauillac neighbours, drinking a little earlier, while at the same time offering that classic Bordeaux typicity. 

Château Gloria, St Julien £314.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   61% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Merlot, 

14% Petit Verdot, 6% Cabernet Franc

(J. Suckling: 92-35 points)
(Neil Martin 91-93 points)

This Château is somewhat of an anomaly in Bordeaux. It is made up of small plots purchased from 
neighbouring Classed Growth properties, including Château Léoville-Poyferré, Château Gruaud- Larose 
and Château Duhart-Milon (who owned a small plot in St-Julien). However, once they were sold to the 
creator of Château Gloria, Monsieur Henri Martin, the vineyards ceased to possess their Classed Growth 
status. It is, however, Growth Claret in all but name. 45 hectares of vines with an average age of 45 years 
old, it continually performs year in year out to the highest level. 

A lovely claret, with an appealing smoky edge to the rich ripe red berry fruit, streaked with chocolate, a 
touch of savoury chestnut and high notes of cedar. The impression is of lovely elegance and focus, the 
fruit sweet but not overly so, the tannins in check and the wine impressively long. Very good.

Drink 2026 - 2036

Château Gloria
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ST-JULIEN



SATELLITE ST EMILION

Situated just to the north and northeast of Saint-Emilion are four separate appellations known as the ‘St 
Emilion satellites’. They are Lussac-Saint-Emilion, Montagne-Saint-Emilion, Puisseguin-Saint-Emilion, and 
Saint-Georges-Saint-Emilion. Here the temperatures are a little cooler than in St. Emilion as the region is 
further from the Dordogne which means the harvesting is a little later. This is a great source of value for 
money wines, especially in top vintages.

Château Corbin, Montagne St Emilion (6 x 75cl)                                                     £38.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   85% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc
 
Overlooking both Cheval Blanc and Pétrus, this is a beautifully located, family owned château that 
produces outstanding, affordable claret. It is one of the oldest properties in Montagne which in itself is 
the smallest appellation in the Bordeaux region with only 18 growers. Dating back to the 16th Century the 
property has 23ha of vines that surround the Château. Jacques Rambaud took over from his father in 
2005.

Yields of 55hl/ha and aged in 60% old barrels and 40% in tank, this is a delicious and well balanced wine 
with stewed prunes dominating the bouquet, ripe and round black fruit notes on the palate with a smoky, 
toasted oak underlay. Well-constructed, this is an edgy, impressive claret that offers terrific value for 
money.

Drink 2024 - 2029

Château du Courlat 2021 Cuvee Jean-Baptiste, Lussac St Emilion                             £108.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   100% Merlot

(J. Suckling: 90-91 points)

From the long driveway of Cyprus trees on your approach, this estate inspires peace and tranquillity. 
Nature is present at every turn, with a large lake at the centre of vines, forest and Château. 

In honour of Pierre Bourotte’s grand-father, Jean-Baptiste Audy, this is a wine of power and depth, 
produced from the oldest Merlot vines of the property grown on a deep clay soil. This wine is produced 
from 100% Merlot grapes, produced by the oldest vines on the estate. Fermented in stainless and cement 
vats, with manual pumping over. Aged in vats and fine-grained French oak barrels, 30% of which is new.

A wine of great depth, showing a tightly knit structure, rich in stewed plum fruit with a lick of liquorice 
giving added intensity. The tannins are ripe and succulent and the finish beautifully balanced. Superb 
value for money.

Drink 2024 - 2030       
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ST EMILION

On the right bank of Bordeaux, this is a large appellation where the Merlot grape dominates on the clay 
and limestone soils. Here the wines are rich and sumptuous. For those who like ballet dancing, head for 
the Médoc. For those who like belly dancing, this is the place for you!

St Emilion wines were not included in the 1855 Bordeaux classification with the first classification made in 
1954. Unlike the 1855 classification, the St Emilion classification is regularly revised.

Château Fonplegade, Grand Cru St Emilion £330.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc

(JaneAnson.com: 93 points)
(James Suckling: 92-93 points)
 
The impressive 18.5ha property, situated close to the famous Château Angelus, belongs to Americans 
Denise and Stephen Adams who, with the advice of Michel Rolland and Stéphane Derenoncourt are 
now producing one of the best value for money Grand Crus in St.Emilion, using bio-dynamic farming 
principles. 

Produced biodynamically. Aged for between 16 and 18 months in 50% new French oak barrels, 30% one 
year barrels, 10% cement eggs and 10% amphora.

The bouquet is fragrant and fresh, with red cherries, raspberries and flowers. The palate is rich and 
plump, with a lovely juicy acidity giving perfect balance and finely grained tannins giving strength and 
underlying support. This really is a very classy wine, beautifully defined with a very polished finish.

Drink 2026 - 2034

Château Grand Mayne, Grand Cru St Emilion                                            £330.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  75% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Franc

(Neal Martin: 92-94 points)
(JaneAnson.com: 90 points)

Located north-west of the town of St-Emilion, this château was built in 1767 and since 1934 has been 
owned and run by the Nony family with Jean-Pierre Nony at the helm since 1975. With 19 hectares of 
vineyards, the château is superbly sited on the edge of a limestone plateau, where the soils are rich in 
clay, limestone and iron.

The bouquet is overt with concentrated plum fruits, a touch of smoke and spice with freshness abound. 
The palate is finely crafted with a dense core of black fruits, and grippy tannins providing sturdy support. 
This is an excellent result this vintage.

Drink 2024 - 2032
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POMEROL

Pomerol is the smallest of the major Bordeaux appellations. It is only 3 kilometres by 4 kilometres in 
dimension, with only 800 hectares under vine and around 150 châteaux. Whilst Pomerol is the home to 
some of the most sought after wines in the world, unlike other Bordeaux regions, it has no official wine 
classification. With soils of blue clay, the wines produced are sensual, rich and alluring.

Château Les Hauts Conseillants                                            £132.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   95% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc

(J. Suckling: 89-90 points)
(Neal Martin: 88-90 points)

Located in Lalande de Pomerol, just across from Pomerol itself, the 10 hectare Château Les Hauts-
Conseillants is owned and managed by the Bourotte family. Like some of the best soils in Pomerol, Les 
Hauts-Conseillants lies on a clay/gravel bed mixed with sand and produces a consistently full bodied 
plummy wine. 

This is a very attractive, stylish wine that offers exceptional value for money. Bright blueberry aromas lure 
you into a super palate of intense and concentrated ripe plum fruits, a satisfying underlay of liquorice and 
dark chocolate, polished tannins and refreshing balance and tension. A really attractive H-C this vintage.

Drink 2024 - 2031   

Château Bonalgue                                            £234.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   95% Merlot. 5% Cabernet Franc

(J. Suckling: 92-93 points)

Originally built by one of Napoleon’s officers on his return from the Egyptian campaign over 200 years 
ago. Owned by the Bourotte family, this excellent property covers 7 hectares with an ideal exposure, 
producing classic Pomerol.

The wine is harvested at just 27hl/ha in 2021, and aged for 18 months in 40% new oak. The result - a finely 
tuned, expressive and succulent Pomerol, showing lovely ripe raspberry coulis fruit, mocha, oak and 
baked plum, with energy and a long elegant and finely tuned finish.

Drink 2024 - 2034    

Clos du Clocher £414.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc

(J. Suckling: 92-93 points) 
(Neal Martin: 91-93 points)

A great little 4.6ha property in the ownership of Audy. The exposure of this property is perfect.  Located 
in front of the chapel, only 200m from Vieux Château Certan and 300m from Château Petrus. Integral 
Vinification, a method of full berry ferment inside wooden barrels which remain open to increase ferment 
oxidization, is used at this château. Aged for 18 months in fine-grained French oak barrels.

A smaller yield of 36 Hl/Ha gave a degree more concentration to this stunning Pomerol in 2021, with 
55% new oak adding texture and wood tannins that nicely set off against the rich sweet plum, cherry 
and mocha fruit. The whole wine shows sinew and ‘flesh’, the layers of fruit and oak add richness whilst 
muscle is added by the ripe yet firming tannins, whilst the finish melts away to become refined and 
polished. 

Drink 2027 - 2036
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HAUT-MEDOC

Château Cantemerle 5ème Cru Classé Haut-Médoc                                              £216.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 21% Merlot, 

9% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot                                                                                                               

(J. Suckling: 90-91 points)

Situated in the commune of Macau just below the village of Margaux and next to Château La Lagune, 
this is one of the finest value Growth Clarets. It was the final property to be classified as one of eighteen 
Cinquièmes Crus (Fifth Growths) in the Bordeaux Wine Official Classification of 1855. Aged for 12 months 
in barrel – 40% new, 40% 1 year and 20% 2 year followed by a further 4 months in vat.

This is an excellent, easy drinking Claret. Overt, fresh and cool on the bouquet with notes of blackcurrant, 
blueberries and laced with cedar and spice. The palate is fresh, the black fruits are succulent and the 
tannins finely grained. There are soothing notes of dried tobacco on the finish. 

“Cantemerle is very comfortable with this type of vintage. The estate’s Cabernet Sauvignon shows great 
breed and soul and brings excellent tension to the wine. It provides the wine’s backbone. Both digestible 
and complex, 2021 is balanced and full of energy and characterised by its length of flavour.” 
– Eric Boissenot, Château Cantemerle’s consultant since 2005.

Drink 2024 - 2031

ST-ESTÈPHE
 
St-Estèphe is the largest producer of the Haut-Médoc appellations, situated at the northern limit of the 
appellation.  It is closest to the mouth of the river Gironde, joining the Atlantic Ocean.  Here the richer 
soil with higher clay content retains moisture well during summer, so this appellation is well suited to the 
dryness encountered in 2016. Wines from the St-Estèphe commune take time to develop but are also 
very long lived and at their best rival the finest wines of any of the Médoc communes.

Château Montrose 2ème Cru Classé (6 x 75cl) £681.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  62% Cabernet Sauvignon, 31% Merlot, 

6% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot      
                                                                                                      

(J. Suckling: 95-96 points)
(Neal Martin: 93-95 points)
 
Montrose is one of the great traditional names of Bordeaux, always sought-after by En Primeur fans. It 
was bought in 2006 by the Bouygues family and in recent years an astonishing investment programme 
has been carried out at the château. Now under the stewardship of Herve Berland, formerly at Mouton 
Rothschild, this château continues to compete at the very highest level. 

Montrose escaped the frost in 2021 and yields came in at a respectable 38hl/ha, with 40% of the 
crop selected for the Grand Vin. The bouquet offers a stunning purity and precision, with a wonderful 
freshness of fruit. The palate is deep and profound, laden with deep blackcurrant fruit and smouldering 
forest floor characters. There are notes of pencil shavings and the tannins are finely tuned. A wonderful 
aristocratic wine.

Drink 2029 - 2046
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PAUILLAC
 
The name of Pauillac is assured from the reflected glory of its three First Growths - Lafite, Mouton-
Rothschild and Latour, not to mention the other fifteen Cru Classé Châteaux situated in the commune.  
The wines, produced from vineyards that sit on a generally heavy gravel soil with varying sub-soils, are 
among the most powerful and well structured in the whole of the Bordeaux region.

Château Duhart-Milon Rothschild 4ème Cru Classé (6 x 75cl) £336.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  81% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Merlot     

                                                                                                      
(J. Suckling: 94-95 points)
(Neal Martin: 93-92 points)
 
Another Rothschild property produced by the team that makes Lafite. Duhart is always a high achiever. 
This 46-hectare estate is ever increasing its reputation for excellent, consistent quality, producing great 
wines over recent vintages

In 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon plays a dominant part in the blend. The bouquet is full of blueberry 
freshness with alluring notes of pencil and cigar. The palate is fresh, very much a classic style of claret, 
with a leafy blackcurrant fruit, tightly knit tannins and a cool streak of graphite. The oak is fine and in 
check with appealing cedar notes on the finish.

Drink 2028 - 2040

Château Clerc Milon 5ème Cru Classé (6 x 75cl) £342.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  59% Cabernet Sauvignon, 28% Merlot, 

10% Cabernet Franc, 1.5% Petit Verdot, 1.5% Carmenere      
                                                                                                      

(J. Suckling: 93-94 points)
 
Part of the Mouton Rothschild stable and made by the same winemaking team. This is a big wine! Fresh 
on first approach, with an intriguing mix of ripe red and black fruits – blackcurrants and fresh red cherries. 
The mouthfeel is quite savoury, with an attractive cedar underlay supporting the blackcurrant and plum 
fruits. Tightly knit, firm and pleasingly masculine in style, this is just what the Pauillac lover expects.

Drink 2028 - 2040

Château d’Armailhac 5ème Cru Classé (6 x 75cl) £196.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   63% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot,  

13% Cabernet Franc, 2% Petit Verdot      
                                                                                                      

(Neal Martin: 90-92 points)
 
Formerly known as Château Mouton Baron Philippe this excellent property is still owned by the Rothschild 
family and is one to follow. 

d’Armailhac has produced a solid and finely-tuned 2021, exhibiting the freshness and red fruits so typical 
of the cooler vintage. The underlying sweetness of ripe red fruits, balanced by a streak of menthol, (a 
signature of the heavy limestone soil seen in the vineyards), combine with a fresh, medium to light acidity 
and bright focused fruit. The tannins are supportive, and the oak adds a touch of sweetness and spice.

Drink 2026 - 2035
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Château Batailley 5ème Cru Classé  (6x75cl)           £165.00 per case IB
Grape Mix :   76% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot,  

2% Cabernet Franc, 2% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 93-94 points)
(Neal Martin: 92-94 points)

Château Batailley, a 5th Grand Cru Classé of the classification of 1855, is the family Castéja’s and Borie-
Manoux’s flagship. It is one of the oldest estates in the Médoc. The name is derived from the battle that 
took place where the Château and vineyard are today, during the 100-years war in 1452. In this battle, the 
French re-conquered the neighbouring Chateau Latour from the English, a crucial point in the history of 
Aquitaine. A few years later the first vines were planted on these historical and blood soaked grounds. 
Chateau Batailley’s garden was designed by Barillet-Deschamps, Napoleon III’s garden architect. In 
1855 Napoleon III created the classification for the Grands Crus Classés of the Medoc. And Batailley was 
knighted Grand Cru. 

A charming, perfumed bouquet showing aromas of cassis and fresh plum. The palate is polished and 
vibrant, with seductive notes of cigar box and classic pencil lead characters, finely structured tannins 
and well-proportioned oak (60% new). This is a classic Pauillac, finely balanced with an impressive finish. 
Batailley was one for the lucky ones in 2021, with no damage from either frost or mildew.

Drink 2027 - 2041

Château Grand Puy Lacoste 5ème Cru Classé                                                £600.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Merlot

(J. Suckling: 94-95 points)
(Neal Martin: 92-94 points)

Owned by the Borie family, this 45-hectare property has a reputation for producing excellent, full-
bodied Pauillac. Harvest 24th September - 8th October. A yield of 40hl/ha. Vinification is carried out in 
temperature controlled, stainless steel tanks. The wine is then aged in 75% new oak barrels for 16-18 
months

A concentrated, almost raisined bouquet showing real power and intensity. The palate is firm and 
structured, a powerful Cabernet dominated Pauillac with an inky intensity, ripe cassis fruits and impressive 
tannin structure. It is perfectly balanced and is certainly one of Pauillac’s top performers in 2021. 

Drink 2028 - 2040

Château Pontet Canet 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl)                                                 £445.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 32% Merlot, 

6% Petit Verdot, 4% Cabernet Franc                                                                                                   

(J. Suckling: 95-96 points)
(Neal Martin: 91-93 points)
 
Alfred Tesseron has passionately built this estate over many years to the pinnacle of Bordeaux 
winemaking. Farmed organically, including working the vineyards by horse, Pontet-Canet is punching up 
there with the very best. 

The grapes are fully destemmed and aged in 55% new oak barrels and 45% concrete Amphora. The 
bouquet is perfumed with aromas of blackcurrant and spice, leading to a palate that will delight the claret 
drinker. Classic in style, cool cassis fruits, damsons and black cherries, the tannins are powerful and 
sturdy and there is an attractive pencil lead streaking through the palate. Fresh and chewy on the finish, 
this wine will develop well over time. 

Drink 2028 - 2040
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Château Lynch-Bages 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl)      £510.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   67% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, 

3% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 96-97 points)
(Neal Martin: 94-96 points)
                                                                                
Situated on the Bages plateau, one of the finest gravelly rises in the appellation, this Château, owned by 
the Caz family for nearly 100 years is always one of the most popular amongst Bordeaux drinkers. 

The first and second wines from Lynch-Bages are drawn off into split stave-wood oak barrels with 
optimum aromatic capacity, made by reputed barrel-makers, before being aged in their cellars. Before 
being used, they are required to rest for a period of time in order to soften out and fully integrate the 
aromas imparted from the oak. The winemaker’s skilled craft involves regular racking and fining for 
harmonisation before the wines are bottled at the château and aged.

Wow - this is a seriously impressive 2021, with 70% Cabernet Sauvignon and 24% Merlot yielded at a 
small 32hl/ha. The proportion of Merlot softening the richness and robustness of the wine’s firm tannin 
structure. The overall impression of this year’s Lynch is muscle, richness and power, overlaid with an 
impressive sweet and ripe character of fruit - almost opulent. Deeply impressive!

Drink 2030 - 2050

Château Pichon Longueville, Comtesse de Lalande 2ème Cru Classé(6x75cl)      £780.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc, 2% Merlot

(J. Suckling: 94-95 points)
(Neal Martin: 93-95 points)

This is one of the great Châteaux of Bordeaux and is rightly one of the most sought after Second 
Growths, with a reputation for producing wines that are typically Pauillac. Now owned by the Champagne 
House Louis Roederer, the new, recently installed winery is quite magnificent.

A mere 15hl/ha yield, the individual parcels are vinified separately. 12% press wine is included in the final 
blend. Aged in 60% new oak barrels for 18 months.

Situated in the very south of Pauillac, this was one of the stars of the appellation and arguably the whole 
2021 vintage. The ripe, well hewn and focused nose is immediate, smoky, richly sweet and concentrated. 
The palate is succulent, dense and layered with ripe black fruits, sweet oak, liquorice and coffee, whilst 
the muscular tannins are kept in check by the thick fruit. The fresh and concise acidity, adds a perfect foil 
and energises the wine throughout.

Drink 2029 - 2045
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Château Lafite-Rothschild 1er Cru Classé (6x75cl)         £3125.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   96% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Merlot, 1% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 97-98 points)
(Neal Martin: 95-97 points)

One of the original “First Growth” Clarets, Château Lafite is one of the most famous names in the world of 
wine. It has been particularly popular in China in recent years which has seen the value of its wines soar. 
The grapes are hand-harvested, and each parcel is vinified separately. The yield was only 33hl/ha and 
this is the first vintage under organic conversion. The fermentation takes place in stainless steel vats, after 
which the wine is run off into 90% new barrels for 22 months ageing. 

“The 2021 Lafite-Rothschild, which was aged in 90% new oak, has a deep, almost opaque hue. This has 
quite an arresting bouquet with dense blackberry, sous-bois and pencil box scents, quintessential Lafite 
aromas with nuanced floral scents surfacing with time. The palate is medium bodied, though with more 
weight than you would expect given the growing season. The Cabernet Sauvignon imparts graphite and 
almost briny elements into the aromatic profile. Sapid and classic in style, head winemaker Eric Kohler 
suggests that it is a return to the style of Lafite-Rothschild of the nineties in terms of freshness. I concur”
 – Neal Martin may 2022

Drink 2031 - 2050

Château Mouton Rothschild 1er Cru Classé (6x75cl)         £2550.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   89% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot, 1% Cabernet Franc

(J. Suckling: 96-97 points)
(Jane.Anson.com: 95 points)

Upgraded to First Growth status back in 1973, Mouton Rothschild was more famous for the annual 
appointment of famous artists to design the label. During the 1990’s its form dipped, however during the 
reign of Philippe Dallhuin which started in 2003, Mouton is on top form and fully justifies its position at the 
altar of the Bordeaux hierarchy. 

The grapes are hand-picked, and the juice is fermented in barrels, not in vat, followed by ageing in 100% 
new oak for 22 months. Aged in 100% new oak.

“Jewel-ruby in colour, crystalline reflections. This is less exuberant than a usual Mouton, more of a classic 
Pauillac with intensity and depth through the palate. Plenty of grip and length, with rich layers of raspberry 
and blackberry fruits and curls of gun smoke, liqourice and cocoa bean, giving hints of a more generous 
wine that should be released further over ageing. Focused and supple. 100% new oak….the first vintage 
where it was Jean-Emmanuel Danjoy from the beginning to end, after Philippe Dhalluin’s retirement. 415 
of overall production in Mouton. Strong candidate for an upscore in bottle.” – Jane Anson April 2022

Drink 2031 - 2050
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ST-JULIEN

Château Talbot 4ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) £236.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   71% Cabernet Sauvignon, 24% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot  
                
(J. Suckling: 92-93 points)
(Neal Martin: 90-92 points)

This Château has always been very popular, but recent vintages has seen an upward trend in the quality 
of wine produced, and so we anticipate the high demand for Talbot to continue. 

With around 16 months in 55% new oak, Talbot 2021 reveals aromas of smoke and underlying oak 
characters that complement the fresh red fruits and rounded, medium-weight and balanced structure. 
Smaller yields of around 38hl/ha have given a degree of concentration and broad shoulders that sits 
well with the oak’s sweetness, integrated with layers of chocolate and bitter cherry. A touch of savoury 
graphite and green tea give complexity and interest on the long and persistent finish.

Drink 2028 - 2038

Château Gruaud Larose 2ème Cru Classé £744.00 per case IB 
Grape Mix:   84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Franc

(JaneAnson.com: 94 points)
                                                                                                   
Situated to the far south of the St Julien appellation, this is one of the most famous and historic Saint 
Julien 2nd growth properties that consistently delivers exceptional claret.  

The wine is vinified in a combination of cement tanks and wood vats. A portion of the malolactic 
fermentation takes place in French, oak barrels (about 35%). The remainder of the malolactic fermentation 
takes place in a combination of cement vats and oak tanks. The wine is then aged in 80% new, French 
oak barrels for about 18 months. 

Gruaud Larose continues to impress with a finely constructed and elegant 2021. The bouquet is stylish 
and fragrant, with fresh blackberry fruit aromas. The palate is full-on rich with fleshy red fruits, a layer of 
mulled blackberry, cherry and appealing spice, balanced by a distinct ‘lead pencils’ character that acts 
as a counterpoise. The muscular structure and power give way to a wonderful freshness, elegance and 
suppleness on the finish. 

Drink 2030 - 2045
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ST-JULIEN

Château Beychevelle 4ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) £353.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   57% Cabernet Sauvignon, 38% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc, 

3% Petit Verdot
                
(J. Suckling: 91-92 points)
(Neal Martin: 91-93 points)

Beychevelle is one of the most beautiful chateaux of the Medoc, with its new winery proudly visible as 
you drive past. Extremely popular throughout the world.

Always a firm favourite amongst British claret drinkers, Beychevelle seems to exceed the parameters of 
the vintage, and in 2021 have produced a very appealing and elegant wine with less Merlot than usual. 
The colour is dark with an oily appearance, the nose immediate and showing signs of freshness behind 
the restrained black fruits. On the palate there is a lovely ripe black fruits character, underpinned by fresh 
raspberry, cherry and overtones of minerals. There is real restraint here, with medium-weight structure, 
complexity and firming tannins.

Drink 2028 - 2038

Château Langoa Barton 3ème Cru Classé     £355.00 per case IB 
Grape Mix:   61% Cabernet Sauvignon, 36% Merlot, 3% Cabernet Franc

(J. Suckling: 92-93 points)
(Neal Martin: 91-93 points)
                                                                                                   
This 20 hectare estate is the ‘sister’ to Léoville Barton and is also very fairly priced for the consistency of 
its quality. The grape varieties and wine-making methods are similar to these of Léoville Barton. Aged in 
60% new French oak for 18 months.

A beautiful aromatic bouquet displaying notes of cherry, blackcurrant and cigar. The palate is lush and 
plentiful with great depth, intense blackcurrant fruits enveloping a solid and firm structure, and a touch of 
savoury giving added dimension. The tannins are polished and the wine possesses a great definition.

Drink 2027 - 2038
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ST-JULIEN

Château Léoville-Barton 2ème Cru Classé £669.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 16% Merlot
                
(J. Suckling: 93-94 points)
(Neal Martin: 93-95 points)

Lilian Barton described this vintage as a ‘winemakers’ vintage’. She quipped, ‘if you made a bad wine in 
2018, 19 and 20 you should look for another job!’ This is the first vintage to be vinified in the new winery 
and is an excellent send off to Lilian’s Father, the great Anthony Barton, who passed away in February 
2022. This Château is always one of the bestselling wines, due to its consistent high quality and the 
long-standing commitment by the Barton family to maintain a sensible pricing policy. The vineyards are 
intensely planted with 9,100 vines per ha. 

Aged in 60% new oak, this Cabernet dominated wine is tight, sturdy and profound. The nose is brooding, 
yielding deep notes of blackcurrant and mulberry fruits, delectably fresh with attractive notes of cigar and 
wood smoke. The palate is impressive, masculine and powerful, the Cabernet Sauvignon dominating, 
cassis and liquorice, suave tannins and an underlay of forest floor. This is a wonderful claret.

Drink 2031 - 2045

Château Léoville-Poyerré 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl)   £430.00 per case IB 
Grape Mix:   60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 26% Merlot, 

9% Cabernet Franc, 5% Petit Verdot 

(J. Suckling: 94-94 points)
(JaneAnson.com: 95 points)
                                                                                                   
Owned by the Cuvelier family since 1921, the third of the Léoville properties has been regarded as the 
most lightweight for decades.  That changed when Didier Cuvelier took charge in the 1970’s, and a 
period of continuous improvement now sees this château amongst the finest châteaux of St-Julien. 

Yields of 23.8hl/ha. Aged in 80% new oak barrels for 18 months, this is a big Poyferré, yet shows a 
surprising elegance that is the paradox of the 2021 vintage in St Julien. On the nose the wine appears 
almost brooding, with notes of black fruits and cherry, the palate is immediately muscular and powerful, 
with a mineral-like ‘leanness’ that balances against the sweet fruit. A spicy, warm edge to the wine 
encases a firming tannic structure, in turn binding around a core of rich cassis and cherry, the wine’s 
power and sinew growing in the glass throughout the finish. Very Good. 

Drink 2030 - 2045
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ST-JULIEN

Château Léoville-Las-Cases 2021, 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl)     £975.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Cabernet Franc, 5% Merlot
                
(J. Suckling: 96-97 points)
(Neal Martin: 94-96 points)

Château Léoville-Las-Cases is one of the finest ‘Super Second’ growths of the Medoc, and in many eyes, 
not least their own, is worthy of First Growth status. Close to the border between St Julien and Pauillac, it 
is situated just next to Château Latour, and for this reason the wine is as much Pauillac in its expression, 
as it is of its own appellation, St Julien.

Ageing in 85% new oak, this is a stunning wine. Opaque in colour, the bouquet is overt with aromas of 
fresh cassis, smouldering cedar and spice. Deep and brooding, the palate is super complex with intense 
blackcurrant and ripe plum notes, cedar and graphite characters and balanced with a black cherry 
freshness. A multidimensional wine that oozes class.

Drink 2031 - 2045

Château Ducru-Beaucaillou 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl)   £954.00 per case IB 
Grape Mix:   98% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Merlot 

(J. Suckling: 96-97 points)
(Neal Martin: 94-96 points)
                                                                                                   
This 49 hectare estate has recently been in outstanding form to maintain its reputation as a ‘Super 
Second Growth’. Bruno Borie has continued to reduce the quantity of Ducru produced, nearly halving the 
quantity since 2003.

A deep and brooding bouquet with concentrated blackcurrant and plum fruits. This vintage sees the 
highest ever proportion of Cabernet Sauvignon, providing a firm and sturdy structure. Cassis dominates 
with undertones of pencil lead and tobacco. A smouldering finish, this is a top wine in 2021.

Drink 2031 - 2045
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MARGAUX
 
This is the largest commune in the Médoc. The lighter, gravelly soils yield some of the most sensual and 
elegant wines of the Médoc, the complete opposite of Pauillac. The commune is the most southerly of 
Médoc’s appellations and encompasses the neighbouring villages of Cantenac, Arsac, Labarde and 
Soussans. The 1855 classification includes more wines from Margaux than from any other appellation.

Château Kirwan 3ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) £186.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   73% Cabernet Sauvignon, 13% Cabernet Franc, 

8% Merlot, 6% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 92-94 points)

Owned by the Schÿler family, Kirwan is on top form since the new winery was installed in 2016. A wine of 
great breeding and a great reference for the Margaux appellation. 

A yield of 33hl/ha. The fermentation is cool at a maximum 25°C in order to contain the extraction and 
showpiece the classic Margaux characters. Aged in 50% new oak for 18 months.

Surprisingly ripe and forward on both nose and palate, this fine Kirwan offers layers of mulled 
blackcurrant, a touch of fresh cranberry, a focused and muscular body cut through with fresh acidity, 
some sweet oak and a hefty dollop of sweet spice and green tea. This will be a medium lived Kirwan that 
will provide great drinking pleasure in 6-12 years.

Drink 2027 - 2036     

Château Rauzan-Ségla 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) £360.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot               

(J. Suckling: 93-94 points)
(Neal Martin: 94-96 points)

This 43 hectare château has made major strides since its purchase by Chanel in 1994.  It is fair to say that 
it now punches fully to its 1855 classification and is one of the great Super-Second’s. 

Low yields of only 32hl/ha. Lovely rich and opulent style, almost decadent with a core of creamy black 
fruits, kirsch, cherry and damson fruit. There is a real kick of spice in the mid-palate, combined with subtle 
notes of coffee, and a streak of cassis. This is seriously good – broad, generous and integrated, with the 
vanilla oak structured to support and broaden the fruit and mouthfeel. To balance there is freshness in 
abundance, giving a real energy to the finish. Lovely!

Drink 2026 -2042
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MARGAUX
 

Château Giscours 3ème Cru Classé                                                       £486.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 32% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot

(J. Suckling: 94-95 points)
(JaneAnson.com: 93 points)

A very popular château renowned for producing a rich and powerful style of wine.  This Château is very 
much on top form, under the watchful eye of Alexander Van Beek. Aged in 50% new oak for 17 months.

With almost 100 Ha under vine with half the vineyards farmed organically, Giscours is a larger than normal 
estate sat on gravel beds to the very south of the appellation, a benefit in the cool and wet conditions of 
2021 that grew worse the more northerly you went in the Medoc. In 2021 Giscours made a wine that has 
the supple, elegant and refined, ‘almost ‘feminine’ character that this pretty Château is known for. There is 
a lovely freshness to the palate, supporting lush red fruits, rounded tannins and an impressive long finish.

Drink 2028 - 2040     

Château Palmer 3ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) £1422.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 41% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot               

(Neal Martin: 94-96 points)
(James Suckling: 96-97 points)

After the First Growths this is traditionally one of the highest performing Châteaux and is always in high 
demand.  Winemaker Thomas Duroux has overseen the Château’s first 100% biodynamic wine this 
vintage following a journey that began back in 2008.

This is a stellar Palmer with lower alcohol levels perfectly balancing an opulent and concentrated wine 
that has a lovely poise and refined classicism. There is more Cabernet in the blend this vintage, yielding 
powerful and muscular black fruits, mulled cherry and a touch of violets builds as you swirl the glass, 
then notes of chocolate and a degree of spice edge over. All this is balanced perfectly by an elegant and 
brooding tannin framework that holds the whole wine in perfect balance. The finish just goes on and on.

Drink 2030 -2045



Château Margaux
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MARGAUX 

Château Margaux 1er Cru Classé (6x75cl)                                                      £2550.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot, 

3% Cabernet Franc, 2% Petit Verdot    

(Neal Martin: 94-96 points)

Château Margaux, a Premier Grand Cru Classé Bordeaux, is one of the most famous wines in the world. 
Care has been lavished on the property by a line of owners with an abiding concern for the reputation 
of the estate. For more than five hundred years, season after season, generations of vineyard-workers, 
grape harvesters, cellar-workers, coopers and many other craftsmen have all played a part in making 
Château Margaux what it is today.

“The 2021 Margaux, aged in 100% new oak as usual, is clean and precise on the nose, much more 
discrete than the outgoing Pavillon Rouge and unfolds like a temptress in the glass. Intense dark cherries, 
hints of blueberry and trademark crushed violets then start to billow, all exquisitely defined. The palate 
is medium-bodied with a silky smooth veneer that does a good job discussing the structure underneath. 
Surprisingly plush given the growing season, the concentration is very impressive with no hard edges. It’s 
a very Margaux-like Château Margaux insofar that it could not come from any other appellation”. 
– Neal Martin - May 2022 

Drink 2031 - 2050     

Château Brane Cantenac 2ème Cru Classé £564.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:   74% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, 

2% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot, 1% Carmenere              

(J. Suckling: 94-95 points)
(Neal Martin: 92-94 points)

The vineyards of this château are located to the west of the village of Cantenac. Proprietor Henri Lurton 
has improved the quality in the vines, regrafting previously planted Merlot to high quality Cabernet 
Sauvignon.

Planted on 72 hectares of fine gravel and clay that forms the ‘Brane’ of Cantenac - a plateau that regularly 
produces exceptional wines. The nose is softly lush, with notes of crunchy blackcurrant and plum, 
followed by a palate of fresh red fruits interlaced with mulled black cherry that shows both concentration 
and compactness. There is a careful use of oak and a fresh minerality, as well as a degree of salinity that 
makes a perfect balance with the ripeness of fruit. The finish is long, firm and powerful.  

Drink 2026 -2040

GRAND CRU CLASSÉ



Château Olivier  
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GRAND CRU CLASSÉ

PESSAC-LÉOGNAN

Geographically this region is a continuation to the south-east of Haut-Médoc.  Many vineyards in the north 
have disappeared as the city of Bordeaux has extended outwards.  The area produces notable red and 
white wines, but the trend has been towards more red over the past two decades.  The whole region was 
formerly known as Graves, but since 1996 it has been divided into two appellations, Pessac-Léognan and 
Graves. Pessac-Léognan is the most northerly and best part, where most of the Grands Crus are situated.
 

Château Olivier Grand Cru Classé (6x75cl)                                                       £111.00 per case IB
Grape Mix:  55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40 % Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot                

(Neal Martin: 89-91 points)

Classified for its red and white wines, Château Olivier is surrounded by forest that not only influences 
the property’s micro-climate, but which has given it 8 hectares of prime vineyard, already in the Pessac-
Léognan AOC. A detailed geological survey in 2003 revealed the forest was planted on a croupe of 
compact gravel, perfect for Cabernet Sauvignon.

Yielded at a relatively low 41hl/ha this is a lovely, fresh and raspberry-scented claret, with an underlying 
streak of sweet cherry and mocha. There is elegance in abundance, some ripe and chunky tannins, but 
these melt toward the finish. Long, elegant and refined, this will drink very well in 5-12 years.

Drink 2026 - 2033     



Prices given are per case, in bond Melton (ex VAT & Duty)

BORDEAUX BLANC

Pessac-Léognan Les Hauts de Bel Air (6x75cl) ............ £136.00 .............
 

CRU BOURGEOIS SUPÉRIEURS

Haut-Médoc Château Caronne Ste Gemme ........... £110.00 ............

 Château Cissac ........... £96.00 ............

CRU BOURGEOIS EXCEPTIONNELS

Médoc Château Potensac ........... £197.00 ...........

St Estephe Château Phelan-Segur (6x75cl) ........... £186.00 ...........

Margaux Château Angludet (6x75cl) ........... £138.00 ...........

ST JULIEN
 Château Gloria ........... £314.00 ...........

RIGHT BANK

Satellite St Emilion Château Corbin (6x75cl) ............ £38.00 .............

 Château du Courlat Cuvee Jean-Baptiste ............ £108.00 .............

St Emilion Château Fonplegade, Grand Cru St Emilion ............ £330.00 .............

 Château Grande Mayne, Grand Cru St Emilion ............ £330.00 ............. 

Pomerol Château Les Hauts Conseillants ............ £132.00 .............

 Château Bonalgue ............ £234.00 ............. 

 Clos du Clocher ............ £414.00 ............. 

GRAND CRU CLASSÉ

Haut-Medoc Château Cantemerle 5ème Cru Classé ............ £216.00 .............
 

St Estèphe Château Montrose 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £681.00 .............

Pauillac Château Duhart Milon Rothschild 4ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £336.00 .............

 Château Clerc Milon 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £342.00 .............

 Château d’Armailhac 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £196.00 .............

 Château Batailley 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £165.00 .............

 Château Grand Puy Lacoste 5ème Cru Classé ............ £600.00 .............

 Château Pontet Canet 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £445.00 .............

 Château Lynch Bages 5ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £510.00 .............

 Château Pichon Longueville, Comtesse de Lalande  ............ £780.00 .............
 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl)
  

 Château Lafite-Rothschild 1er Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £3125.00 .............

 Château Mouton Rothschild 1er Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £2550.00 .............

  Cases Cost 
  Req’d IB Total

BORDEAUX EN PRIMEUR 2021 ORDER FORM



GRAND CRU CLASSÉ

St-Julien Château Talbot 4ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £236.00 .............

 Château Gruaud Larose 2ème Cru Classé ............ £744.00 .............

 Château Beychevelle 4ème Cru Classé ............ £353.00 .............

 Château Langoa Barton 3ème Cru Classé ............ £35500 .............

 Château Léoville-Barton 2ème Cru Classé ............ £669.00 .............

 Château Léoville-Poyferré 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £430.00 .............

 Château Léoville-Las-Cases 2ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £975.00 .............

 Château Ducru Beaucaillou 2èmeCru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £954.00 .............

Margaux Châteaux Kirwan, 3ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £186.00 .............

 Château Rauzan-Segla 2ème Cru Classé ............ £360.00 ............. 

 Château Giscours 3ème Cru Classé ............ £486.00 ............. 

 Château Palmer 3ème Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £1422.00 .............

 Château Margaux 1er Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £2550.00 .............

 Château Brane Cantenac 2ème Cru Classé ............ £564.00 .............

Pessac Léognan Château Olivier Grand Cru Classé (6x75cl) ............ £111.00 .............

   Total .............

  Cases Cost 
  Req’d IB Total

BORDEAUX EN PRIMEUR 2021 ORDER FORM



To purchase any of our Bordeaux 2021 wines En Primeur, please visit www.houseoftownend.com.

Alternatively, you can return the enclosed order form and send your payment by Bank Transfer.

Please return this form along with your payment to:

House of Townend Ltd 
Wyke Way Account Name: J Townend & Sons (Hull) Ltd
Melton West Business Park Sort Code: 40-25-20
Melton Account Number: 20814660
East Riding of Yorkshire Please use the reference: Bordeaux 2021
HU14 3BQ   

Payment details:               

(CAPITALS PLEASE)

Name: .........................................................................................       

Tel No: ........................................................................................ 

E-mail: .........................................................................................

Address: ..................................................................................... 

..................................................................................................... 

..................................................................................................... 

Postcode: ...................................................................................

Signed ........................................................................................

House of Townend reserve the right to refuse removal of any stock held in Melton Bond if the customer 
is outside the agreed trading terms and offset any value against outstanding monies on the customer’s 
trading account.

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF SALE

In Bond: Wines offered are lying in Bond in Melton, and these wines will attract a charge for the Excise  
 Duty (currently £26.78 per case of 12 bottles) and VAT, when the wine is taken out of Bond.

Storage: We will be pleased to store your wines in our secure Bonded Warehouse in Melton, if you so  
 wish.  The rental is 15 pence plus VAT per case per week, which covers all charges.

Delivery: When shipped the wines will be automatically entered into your private reserves in bond here 
 in Melton. Shipment dates vary but we will notify you by email when they arrive. You can either then 
 collect from our Cellar Door or we can organise delivery on your behalf. We will advise of
 the cost of delivery at the time.
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Wyke Way  | Melton West Business Park | Melton | East 
Riding of Yorkshire | HU14 3BQ   

   

01482 638899 - cellardoor@houseoftownend.co.uk 
www.houseoftownend.com

Follow us @houseoftownend


